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Network introduction
• Why: Support to Clean Soil Outlook Report
• When: at the EUSO Launch and stakeholder forum in October
2021. First meeting took place on 23 November 2021
• Who: soil-related stakeholders, from policy makers, through
researchers, technology experts and national or sopra-national
networks.
• What: generic goals are to incentivise stakeholder engagement, to
support enhanced soil literacy and to collect feedback. More
precisely, this Technical Working Group will provide support to
Clean Soil Monitoring and Outlook Report.

Goals and topics
2021-2022
1.

EUSO Stakeholder Forum

Clean Soil Monitoring and Outlook Report:
Introduction and Scope

20/10/2021

2.

EUSO WG1: Soil and Zero Pollution

Reflections from the EUSO Forum, CSO
ToC and Approach, Responsibilities and
Request for contributions

15/11/2021

EIONET WG on Soil Pollution

LSI003

15/12/2021

Common Forum meetings

3.

EUSO Zero Pollution TWG

Stakeholders

EIONET WG
Members
Common Forum
Members

(AM) Contaminated Sites, First reflections
on watchlist

15/02/2022

(PM) Diffuse pollution and watchlist
4.

EUSO Zero Pollution TWG

Collect contributions from WG1 Members

15/04/2022

5.

EUSO Zero Pollution Working
Group

First draft of the High Level Synthesis
Report of the Clean Soil Outlook (highlights
and outlook)

15/06/2022

6.

EUSO Zero Pollution TWG

Revision and input from and to EU Soil
Expert Group (DG ENV)

15/09/2022

7.

EUSO Zero Pollution TWG

Draft final report

15/11/2022

Activities
• Which activities are developed to achieve the goals
•
•
•
•

Clean Soil Outlook Blueprint
Highlights
Regular meetings (on-line for the time being)
Exchange of suggestions and additional material

• What is the network proud of (what are your strengths)
• Diversity in stakeholders
• Outlook thinking

• What is further needed
• To continue contributions to the Clean Soil Outlook report

Opportunities and gains
• What are the opportunities for collaboration
• Participating in meetings and providing contributions

• How to strengthen eachother.
• Organise an in-person meeting
• Produce Clean Soil Outlook report
• Contribute and endorse the High Level Synthesis Report on Soil Outlook

Trends: local soil pollution
• The number of identified potentially contaminated sites is
expected to increase due to greater assessments and monitoring,
coupled with ongoing activities with potential for soil pollution.
• Although some progress has been made, at current rate, we would
need several generations to achieve a total remediation without
taking into account the newly appeared (accidents) or registered
(better inventorisation) contaminated sites.

Trends: diffuse pollution
• Pollution from the residues of plant protection products is expected to decline if the Farm2Fork
Strategy’s objectives to reduce the use of pesticides is fully implemented.

• The target to increase EU organic farming by 25% of the agricultural areas, might lead to an increase
of the use of copper-based plant protection products (Biodiversity strategy).
• The adoption of the Integrated Nutrients action plan should lead to a reduction on the application of
mineral nutrients, and their transport in water, air, and soil (Farm2Fork, Circular economy action plan).
• Airborne pollution should also be reduced considering the on-going revision and the
impact assessment of the Industrial Emissions Directive IED ((EU)2010/75/EU) and a possible
evolution of the National Emissions Ceiling NEC ((EU) 2016/2284), covering several pollutants and
introducing ambitious reduction commitments to be achieved by 2030.

• A revised Sewage Sludge Directive could inadvertently lead to an increase microplastics present in
sludge and being incorporated to soil. Legally binding thresholds of plastic in sludge should be
defined (+actions addressing pharmaceuticals also in manure applied to soil).
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Novel outlook responses
• Integrated Monitoring system including a watchlist mechanism for early warnings on emerging
contaminants: better inventory of contaminated sites and improved understanding of diffuse pollution
through LUCAS soil pollution module and monitoring by MS to be in place.
• Remediation - Significant progress in the remediation of contaminated soils should be ensured
through legal framework and adequate investment. Low-cost, bioremediation techniques and natural
attenuation might be effective for organic compounds and heavy metals. In some cases appropriate
measures of confinement or risk management are needed.
• Knowledge - Soil Pollution is transboundary.

• An integrated modelling framework will improve the traceability of emission sources and quantify the
share of pollution contribution on soil per given media (water and air) and their interaction.
• Legal obligations - Need for legally binding instruments integrating monitoring and reporting tools
such as the NEC Directive.
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