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× Increasing discovery of historical pollutions (from industries & natural background) as 
urban gardening gets higher public interest in Wallonia 

 

Å Soil analyses within research project 
 

   POLLUSOL 2 ς 398 private gardens in Wallonia,  

   URBAN SOILS ς 39 collective gardens in Wallonia           
 and Brussels 
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Å Soil analyses asked 
by gardeners 

Å Soil analyses within Soil Decree (significant demand from citizens & delivery of Soil Control Certificates 

with restriction of use for gardening)  
 

 => Increasing interest for urban agriculture 



1 ï Context 

Public Administration of Wallonia agriculture natural resources environment 

4 

× Risk assessment of effective individual exposure remains difficult  
 

Å Modelling relies on several hypotheses (sources, pathways, receptors), precautionary/non 
specific parameters usually taken  

 

Å {ƻƛƭ ŘŜŎǊŜŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ όǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŜǊǎƘƻƭŘǎ ґ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘǎύ 
 

Å Limited thresholds for food quality on the market (Pb, Cd) 

 

Å Lack of epidemiology studies / biomonitoring of the population 

  
 

 

 

=> In Wallonia, S-Risk model is used within the Soil Decree 

In Belgium: Participation in EU studies (COPHES/DEMOCOPHES); 
 Flemish Environment and Health Studies: organics/inorganics substances, effect 
 markers; 
 Studies in Wallonia -> no cadaster, no institutional studies 

 Initiativesfrom Universities (UCL, Ulg) (metals, endocrine disruptors) or 
 ISSeP (pesticides) 
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× Soil Decree mainly targets local pollution 

-> management measures are less adequate for diffuse pollution, and costs must be 
assessed in regards of benefits provided  

× Only generic recommendations for gardening on polluted soils 

× Balanced health assessment needed : benefits from gardening must be considered as 
well (physical activity, stress violence decrease, secure feeling, social benefit, social cohesion and 
contacts, fruit and vegetables consumption) 

× Issue of polluted gardens also outside Wallonia  
 

 

 

ÅFlanders region (online tool based on S-Risk, 2014) and Brussels region (recommendations Greenloop, 
2013 ; dedicated website) 

ÅFrance Υ CƻǊǘ ŘΩ!ǳōŜǊǾƛƭƭƛŜǊǎ όaƛŜƴƴŜ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ нлмпύΣ aƻǎŜƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ aŀŘƻƴκ[ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ όCƛƭƭƻƭ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ нлмнκнлмлύΣ 
Nord-Pas-de-/ŀƭŀƛǎ όtǊǳǾƻǘ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ нллсύΣ aŜǘŀƭŜǳǊƻǇ ŀƴŘ ¦ƳƛŎƻǊŜ όtǊƻǳǾƻǎǘ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ нллоύΣ Χ 

ÅGermany Υ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ό{ŅƳǳŜƭ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ нлмнύΣ Χ 

ÅUnited Kingdom Υ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ ό.ǊŀƳŜǿŜƭƭ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ нлмтύΣ Χ 

ÅDenmark : private gardens (SamsØe et al. 2002) 

ÅEurope Υ ŦƻƻŘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ όWƻǊƘŜƳ ϧ .ŀƭŘƛƴƛΣ нллпύΣ Χ 

ÅCanada : community gardens in Montréal (Beausoleil & Price 2010), risk assessment for gardening in 
Toronto (2011) 
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Å Collective garden in Liège (Bressoux) 

Å ~ 6ha (biggest of Wallonia), 308 parcels 

Å ~ 250 gardeners and a collective association « Ligue des Coins de 
Terre asbl » 

Å public parcels at disposal of local inhabitants since 1932 ; gardening 
for at least 40 yrs ; property of local authority  
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